After the Orders Stop

A Home Conversation for Military Retirement

For years, military families have learned how to move.

We learn how to pack fast, how to make a house work, and how to turn “temporary” into “home” in a
matter of days.

We learn how to start over—new streets, new schools, new routines—because that is what the
mission requires.

And then retirement comes.

And suddenly the question changes. It is no longer, “Where are we going next?” It becomes, “Where
do we actually want to live?”

Where do we actually want to live?

That question can sound exciting—like freedom, like possibility. But it can also feel surprisingly
overwhelming, because it is not just a housing decision. It is a life decision.

Why This Move Feels Different

Most PCS moves come with a built-in answer: the next duty station. Even when the timing is hard, the
destination is decided for you.

Retirement is different. This move is not about reporting in—it is about settling down. It can bring
relief, but it can also bring grief, uncertainty, and the weight of realizing that the next chapter is yours



to write.
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Should we stay near the last duty station?

Should we move closer to family?

Do we want a familiar community—or a fresh start?

What do we need for work, school, or a new routine?

What kind of home will support us now—not just who we were during active duty?

There is no one right answer.

That is why the conversation matters.

Why You Should Listen to Me

| am a longtime military spouse, and | understand what families carry into a retirement move—both
the practical details and the quiet emotions that do not always get said out loud.

| know what it is like to make big decisions while you are tired of being “new,” while you are trying to
protect your family’s peace, and while you are wondering if you may want something different than
what you have always known.

A house is not just square footage and bedrooms. It is where you land after years of adapting.

What if we choose the wrong place?

What if we miss the community we had on base?
What if the kids struggle—or we do?

What if we buy too soon, or wait too long?

What if retirement feels different than we expected?

That is where | can help.

e Not by pushing.



e Not by rushing you into a decision.
e Not by treating your retirement move like a standard transaction.

But by listening, asking the right questions, and helping you connect the home you buy to the life

you are trying to build.

Before You Choose the House, Choose the Life

A good retirement home is not just the one that looks right online. It is the one that fits your actual life
—Yyour pace, your priorities, your health, your relationships, and your sense of peace.

Think about what you want ordinary days to feel like.

Do you picture coffee on a quiet porch, or being close to everything?
Do you want neighbors nearby, or more space and privacy?

Do you want land to care for—or less maintenance?

Do you want a place that hosts family, or a place that stays simple?

Do you want to be near a base community, or step into something new?
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Things Worth Thinking About Before You Buy

When you have moved as often as military families do, it is easy to focus on the house itself—
bedrooms, square footage, the “right” neighborhood. But retirement buying is a chance to slow

down and look at the full picture.



Consideration

The Real Monthly Cost

Health & Access

Layout

Community

Family Expectations

Resale Value

What to Think About

Mortgage, taxes, insurance, utilities, HOA fees, repairs, and
maintenance all add up

Proximity to doctors, specialists, VA care, pharmacies,
hospitals, and daily errands

Stairs, large yards, driveways, and high-maintenance
features may feel different over time

Do you want military familiarity, a fresh start, quiet, or
activity?

Talk through boundaries, distance, caregiving, visits, and
independence

Even a “forever home” should make sense if life changes
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If You Are Moving Somewhere New

Maybe you are retiring and heading to a place you have only visited once or twice.



Maybe you are choosing a state because it makes sense on paper—taxes, benefits, cost of living—
but you are not sure how it will feel day to day.

Maybe you are trying to decide quickly because you are tired, because the timeline is tight, or
because you just want to be done moving.

Let’s slow this down and think it through.

How I Help

| help military retirees and their families buy homes with clarity and confidence—by focusing on the
life you want, not just the listing you like.

That can look like talking through priorities, mapping out neighborhoods, comparing true costs, and
building a plan that respects your timeline and your emotions. My goal is to make the process feel
steady, informed, and human.

A Simple Place to Start

You do not need a perfect plan to begin. You just need a starting point—and permission to take this
one step at a time.

You can simply say: “We are retiring soon, and we do not know where to start.” That is enough.

If you can name what matters most right now—peace, proximity, purpose, affordability, community—
we can build from there.

After the Orders Stop — Home Should Feel Chosen

When the orders stop, you deserve more than a place that simply works. You deserve a home that
feels chosen—because it supports who you are now, and it gives your family room to breathe into



what comes next.
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Helping military retirees navigate the retirement move with clarity and care

Not sure where you are going yet? Send me a message with the words “retirement move” and we can
start there.

Website: www.anthead.live
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Anthea Daugherty

Helping You Find Solid Ground.




